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Chesapeake Bay 

Use this simple trick to remember the states that border 
Virginia: KISS ME WITH NO TEETH. 
K = Kentucky     N = North Carolina 
M = Maryland     T = Tennessee 
W = West Virginia 

©
M

elissa M
atu

sevich
 

C C
l li im m

a a
t te e

  i in n
  V V

i ir rg g
i in n

i ia a
  

  

1
. 

2
. 

3
. 

4
. 

T
h

e
 clim

a
te

 in
 V

irg
in

ia
 is re

la
tiv

e
ly

 m
ild

 w
ith

 d
istin

ct 
se

a
so

n
s: 

S
p

rin
g

 
S

u
m

m
e
r 

F
a
ll 

W
in

te
r 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   B
e
ca

u
se

 o
f th

is, V
irg

in
ia

 h
a
s m

a
n

y
 d

iffe
re

n
t k

in
d

s o
f 

p
la

n
ts a

n
d

 tre
e
s.  

©Melissa Matusevich 

SSeettttlleemmeenntt  AArreeaass  iinn  EEaarrllyy  VViirrggiinniiaa  
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environment. 

The culture of Virginia reflected 
American Indian (First American), 
African, and European origins. 

Migration and 
living in new 
areas caused 
people to 
adapt old 
customs t
their new 

DD Germans and 
Scotch-Irish settled 
primarily in the 
Shenandoah Valley, 
which was along the 
migration route. 
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CC American Indians (First 
Americans) were primarily in 
the Tidewater and Piedmont 
regions and the Appalachian 
Plateau, where their 
traditional homelands were 
located. 

  
  
  
  
  

BB Africans settled 
primarily in the 
Tidewater and 
Piedmont regions, 
where agriculture 
required a great 
deal of labor. 

 
AA English 
settled 
primarily in 
Tidewater and 
Piedmont 
regions. 
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Cumberland Gap 

  

After the colonists won the Revolutionary War, they joined together to 
create a new country called the United States of America. Many 
Virginians began to move west. The Cumberland Gap made crossing the 
Appalachian Mountains easier. A gap is a low place between two 
mountains. On the map above, you can see a map of the Cumberland 
Plateau with the Cumberland Gap marked. You also can see a picture of 
the Cumberland Gap. 



©Melissa Matusevich 

CCuummbbeerrllaanndd  GGaapp  
  

After the American Revolution, Virginia’s agricultural base began to 
change, and as a result large numbers of Virginians moved west and to 
the Deep South to find better farmland and new opportunities. Settlers 
crossed the Appalachian Mountains through the Cumberland Gap as 
they migrated to new lands in the west.  
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