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TThhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa  
 

 

TThhee  GGeenneerraall  AAsssseemmbbllyy  iiss  tthhee  
lleeggiissllaattiivvee  bbrraanncchh  ooff  tthhee  VViirrggiinniiaa  
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  ssttaattee  llaawwss..  
IItt  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  ttwwoo  ppaarrttss——tthhee  
SSeennaattee  aanndd  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  DDeelleeggaatteess..  

  

 

  
TThhee  ggoovveerrnnoorr  hheeaaddss  tthhee eexxeeccuuttiivvee  
bbrraanncchh ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..  TThhee  
eexxeeccuuttiivvee  bbrraanncchh  mmaakkeess  ssuurree  tthhaatt  
ssttaattee  llaawwss  aarree  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt.. 

  

 

TThhee jjuuddiicciiaall  bbrraanncchh iiss  tthhee  ssttaattee’’ss 
ccoouurrtt  ssyysstteemm. TThhee  jjuuddiicciiaall  bbrraanncchh  
ddeecciiddeess  ccaasseess  aabboouutt  ppeeooppllee  aaccccuusseedd  
ooff  bbrreeaakkiinngg  tthhee  llaaww  aanndd  wwhheetthheerr  oorr  
nnoott  aa  llaaww  aaggrreeeess  wwiitthh  VViirrggiinniiaa’’ss  
ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn.. 

  
 

TThhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  
iinnttoo  tthhrreeee  bbrraanncchheess  oorr  ppaarrttss::  
¶¶  LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  BBrraanncchh  ((mmaakkeess  llaawwss))  
¶¶  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBrraanncchh    ((eennffoorrcceess  llaawwss))  
¶¶  JJuuddiicciiaall  BBrraanncchh    ((ccoouurrtt  ssyysstteemm))  
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Virginia’s Branches of Government 

 
 

TThhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  VViirrggiinniiaa  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  tthhrreeee  bbrraanncchheess..  
  
 

Executive Judicial Legislative 
 
The governor heads 
the executive branch 
of the state 
government. The 
executive branch 
makes sure that state 
laws are carried out. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mark Warner is the 
governor of Virginia  

 

 
The judicial branch is 
the state’s court 
system. The judicial 
branch decides cases 
about people accused 
of breaking the law 
and whether or not a 
law agrees with 
Virginia’s 
constitution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Supreme Court of 
Virginia is located in 
Richmond. There are 
also local courts 
found in each county. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The General 
Assembly is the 
legislative branch of 
the Virginia 
government that 
makes state laws. It 
is divided into two 
parts—the Senate 
and the House of 
Delegates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The General 
Assembly meets in 
the Capitol building 
in Richmond. 

 

 


