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 Conflict grew between the eastern counties of Virginia that relied 
on slavery and western counties that favored abolition of slavery. 
The disagreement between the two regions of the state led to the 
formation of West Virginia. 

©Melissa Matusevich 

DDiiffffeerreenncceess  BBeettwweeeenn  tthhee  NNoorrtthheerrnn  aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  SSttaatteess  
 

 

The economy in the northern part 
of the United States was 
industrialized, while in the 
southern part it was agricultural 
and relied on slave labor. 

Northern states wanted the new 
states created out of the western 
territory to be “free states,” while 
the southern states wanted the 
new states to be “slave states.” 

The North had many 
factories so its 
economy was said to 
be “industrialized.” 

Northern 
States 
remained in 
the United 
States 
(Union). 

The South had 
many farms. Its 
economy was 
agricultural. Southern States 

formed a country 
called The 
Confederate 
States of America. 
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